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Cooperating for Edmonton
A guide to help you get the most from the Joint Use Agreement



What is the Joint Use Agreement?
What is the Joint Use Agreement?

Established in 1959 and revised in 1996, the Joint Use
Agreement (JUA) is a formal agreement between the City of
Edmonton, Edmonton Public Schools and Edmonton Catholic
Schools.  The JUA makes schools available to community
groups in after-school hours, and arenas, pools and other
City facilities available to school children during school
hours.  The agreement also clarifies how the three partners
will work together to design, build and maintain school and
park sites.

Shared Use
Cooperative Planning
Consultation
Efficiency and Effectiveness

Shared Cost
Equal Partnership
Reserve Land Dedication

Principles of the Joint Use Agreement

Community Benefits

The success of the Joint Use Agreement relies on
collaboration.  The three partners have been working closely
with each other and with community organizations to:

• bring facilities and communities together.
• provide an opportunity for children and youth to

participate in recreational activities.
• provide a wide variety of no-cost and low-cost

activities.
• lower taxes through shared use of facilities, reducing

the number of facilities needed.
• provide a venue for community sports groups to have

annual input into the fees structure.

Schools are accessible in the late afternoon, throughout the
evening, and on weekends to community sports, recreation,
arts and cultural groups.  These groups use school facilities
such as:

• gymnasiums
• classrooms
• playing fields
• open indoor areas

• music rooms
• theatres
• sports equipment

Edmontonians of all ages benefit from the 
Joint Use Agreement.
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Likewise, students participate in activities that enhance
their education and exposure to a variety of activities.
When City facilities are relatively quiet during the day,
students gain access to:

• pools
• running tracks
• tennis courts
• sports fields
• ice arenas
• picnic sites
• cross country skiing trails
• river valley trail system
• sports equipment and

storage space (tennis nets,
hockey nets, track and field
equipment)

Bookings can be long or short-term and are negotiated on
an annual basis.  Short-term, one-time bookings are also
possible.

The Joint Use Agreement also plays a role in land
acquisition and maintenance of school facilities and park
sites.  After a school is built and the park site is developed,
the three partners maintain the school and the park.
Edmonton Public Schools and Edmonton Catholic Schools
are responsible for the up-keep of their gyms, classrooms and
equipment.  The City of Edmonton Community Services
takes care of sports fields, playgrounds and park sites.

Under the umbrella Joint Use Agreement Steering
Committee, which consists of representatives from the
three partners, three sub-committees provide the structure
for ongoing collaboration and cooperative planning:

Each committee has its distinct focus and priorities.  The
members of each committee consist of volunteers from the
groups that use schools and sports fields, and staff from
the three Joint Use partner organizations.  Together, they
identify issues and develop creative solutions to forward to
the Steering Committee for consideration and
implementation.  Decisions are based on consensus guided
by a set of mutually agreed upon shared principles.

How do the Joint Use Agreement 
committees operate?

• The School and Recreation 
Facilities Committee

• The Sports Field Committee
• The Site Planning and Facility 

Design Committee



The Joint Use Agreement allows community groups to use
school gymnasiums in after-school hours at low cost or no
cost to minors within facility guidelines.

• All users are entitled to a fair share of gymnasium
time based upon the needs of play among all users
and the available supply of gyms.  A fair distribution
of existing gyms is met through Standards of Play
developed by users, and reviewed annually.

• School gymnasiums are reserved for school use until 
6 p.m. on school days.

• Scheduled league games take precedence over practice
or casual bookings.

• Gyms are booked in one-hour time slots.

Use of School GymnasiumsUse of 
School 

Gymnasi
ums

How much space and time is available 
to gymnasium users?

How to book a gymnasium?
All community uses of schools are booked centrally as follows:

To book an Edmonton Catholic
Schools' gymnasium call:
City of Edmonton 
Community Services
Bookings and Information 
at 496-4999

To book an Edmonton Public
Schools' gymnasium call:
EPS Leasing & Rental Services 
at 429-8539/40

• Or, you can fill out a booking application form, sent to
sports group each spring, and forward it to the
appropriate booking agent before June 1.  (Bookings
agents will confirm bookings in accordance with
priorities under the Joint Use Agreement by August 31.)

• Bookings cannot be arranged through the school
principal or the school administration.

Fees:

Fee information is available through the booking agent. Your
group may be eligible for free or low-cost use of the gym.
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Gymnasium Classifications:

• Class AA = major gyms over 500 sq. m.
• Class A = larger gyms suitable for

adult and team competitive play
• Class B = smaller gyms found in high schools and

junior highs (400-500 sq. m.)
• Class C = small gyms (350-400 sq. m.)
• Class D = gyms mainly in elementary schools 

(less than 350 sq. m.)

Gymnasium Cancellations:

• User groups must provide 7 days notice to cancel a
confirmed booking.

• If an application is cancelled for a school or public
event, booking agents will try to provide a
comparable school site or an alternative date at the
same school.

• A booking may be cancelled if there is less than the
minimum required (10) participants.

• A booking may be cancelled if the user's conduct is
unsatisfactory.

How is any damage to school property handled?

• School custodians and the user group
representatives do a "walk through" prior to and
following each activity. If new damage is found at
the end of a booking, it is the responsibility of the
user to pay for damages.

• If the school has any difficulty with a group, the
booking agent will contact the group to bring the
issue to their attention.  If the issue is serious the
booking will be cancelled.

What is the school's responsibility in providing
gymnasium space?

• Schools provide a list of "omit dates" when the
school is unavailable to be booked.

• Booking agents inform principals of all bookings in
advance.

What is the user group's responsibility in booking a
gym?

• Adherence to conditions of the license agreement.
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Use of Ice Arenas

The Joint Use Agreement allows schools to use City-owned
arenas during school hours at no cost within the facility's
guidelines.  The JUA also provides a consultation process for
community sports groups and schools to have input into
arena maintenance, fees structure and ice allocation. 

• All users are entitled to a fair share of arena use based
upon needs among all users and the available supply
of arenas.  A fair distribution of existing arena time is
met through the Standards of Play developed by
users,and reviewed annually.

• Arenas are reserved for school use from 8:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. on school days.

• After 3:30 p.m. schools will be levied the current fees
and charges for minor sports groups, if the ice time is
available.

• Competition play takes precedence over practice or
casual bookings.

• Arenas are booked in one-hour time slots.

How much JUA space and time is available to arena
users?

How to book an arena/ice time?

City-owned arenas are booked centrally.  
Call: City of Edmonton Community Services
Bookings and Information at 496-4999

• Or, you can fill out an arena booking application
form, sent to sports groups and schools each spring,
and forward it to Community Services Bookings by
mid-May.

Are arenas open to the public during a booking?

• Schools - The licensed school group will get exclusive
use of the arenas they book. The arenas are not open
to the public during school use of JUA ice time.

• Sports Groups - The licensed user groups will get
exclusive use of the arena they book. However, the
arena site will remain open to the public in after-
school hours and during school hours when not used
by schools.

License of Occupation:

The arena user will receive a License of Occupation from
Community Services when the booking application is
approved.  The school or group must be prepared to show it
on request.

Fees:

Fee information is available through the booking agent. Your
group may be eligible for free or low-cost use of the arena.
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• Arena access cards are available to the school
representative for three or more bookings in "one
ice sheet" arenas.  Arenas may not have staff
present during your booking.  However, the access
card and a training orientation will be provided by
Arena Operations.

• Users will be billed per card for replacement of a
lost access card.

• Ice may not be flooded or scraped before your time slot. 
• If the school user does not lock the doors or set the

alarm, and the security company responds to the
alarm, the school will be levied the cost.

• The school user is responsible to keep the building
in the same clean condition as it is found.

What specific arena guidelines apply only to schools
through JUA use?

What is the cancellation policy?

• Notice to cancel a booking or a casual reservation
must be given to Community Services Bookings 
5 working days in advance or a penalty charge will
be levied. (A complete set of guidelines is included
with the license.)

What is your sport group or school responsible for in
booking an arena? 

• Completing annual applications for desired arena
times as per the City's Bookings guidelines.

• Teachers must fill in the Operators Daily Schedule
and leave it at the arena after use.

• Adherence to conditions of license agreement.

For questions about arena/ice maintenance, or to report a
problem at the arena call: Arena Operations at 496-6991



Callingwood Twin 17740 - 69 Ave.
Castle Downs 11520 - 153 Ave.
Clareview 3804 - 139 Ave.
Confederation 11204 - 43 Ave.
Coronation 13500 - 112 Ave.
Crestwood 9940 - 147 St.
Donnan 9105 - 80 Ave.
Glengarry 13340 - 85 Ave.
Grand Trunk 13025 - 112 St.
Jasper Place 9200 - 163 St.
Kenilworth 8311 - 68A St.
Kinsmen Arenas 1979 - 111 St.
Londonderry 14520 - 66 St.
Michael Cameron 10404 - 56 St.
Mill Woods 7207 - 28 Ave.
Oliver 10335 - 119 St.
Santa Rosa 6725 - 121 Ave.
South Side 10525 - 72 Ave.
Tipton 10828 - 80 Ave.
Westwood 12040 - 97 St.

List of Arenas

What happens if a group causes damage?

• Community Services staff inspect and prepare the
arena facilities prior to and following each activity.  If
new damage is found at the end of a booking, it is the
responsibility of the user to pay for damages.

• If your sports group or school has a problem with any
other arena user group, contact Community Services
and the booking agent will contact the group.  If the
problem is serious the booking will be canceled.
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Use of PoolsUse of
 Pools

The Joint Use Agreement allows schools to use City-
owned swimming pools during school hours at no
cost within the facility's guidelines.  The JUA also
provides community sports groups and schools the
opportunity for annual input into the pool fees and
charges structure. 

• All users are entitled to a fair share of
pool time based upon the needs among
all users and the available supply of
pools.  A fair distribution of after-school
pool time is met through the Standards
of Play developed by pool users, and
reviewed annually.

• Pools are reserved for school use until 
4 p.m. on school days.

• Competition play takes precedence over
practices or casual bookings in after-
school hours.

How much JUA space and time is available to
pool users?

Fees:

Fee information is available through the booking
agent. Your group may be eligible for free or low-cost
use of the pool.



To book a City-owned pool, call the preferred pool directly:
*A.C.T. 2902 - 113 Ave. 496-7972
Bonnie Doon 8648 - 81 St. 496-1917
Confederation 11204 - 43 Ave. 496-1446
Coronation 13808 - 111 Ave. 496-1400
Eastglen 11426 - 68 St. 496-7384
Grand Trunk 13025 - 112 St. 496-8761
Hardisty 10535 - 65 St. 496-4853
Jasper Place 9200 - 163 St. 496-1412
*Kinsmen Sports Centre 9100 Walterdale Hill 496-7311
Londonderry 14528 - 66 St. 496-7349
Mill Woods 7207 - 28 Ave. 496-2931
O'Leary 8804 - 132 Ave. 496-7377
Scona 10450 - 72 Ave. 496-8758

Contact Outdoor Pools at 449-6555.

How to book a pool?

NOTE: * denotes outside JUA; use is at full cost to the school.

Or, you can fill out a pool booking application form sent
to sports groups and schools each spring and forward it
to the respective pool by May 31.  (Confirmation of
school bookings will be made annually by first week of
September.)

• Schools - get exclusive use of the areas they book.
However, the facility may remain open to the
public.  If school groups are small enough, and
compatible, they may be asked to share the facility.

• Sports Groups - in after-school hours, the user
group will get exclusive use of the area booked.
However, the pool site will remain open to the
public.

Are pools open to the public during a booking?

The pool user will receive a License of Occupation from
Community Services when the booking application is
approved.  The school or group must be prepared to show
it on request.

License of Occupation:


